
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS I BRONWEN LARGIER 

THE NEW INDUSTRY 
ASSOCIATION 
LANDSCAPE 

Following tough t imes during the pandemic, the landscape 
of associations representing the events industry has 

undergone a seismic shift. So, where are we now? 

n 2023, the f ive members of 
the Business Events Council of 
Australia (BECA) unanimously 
voted to dissolve the 

organisation that had been 
responsible for advocating for the 
industry since 1994. This 
followed a review undertaken by 
BECA 'to create a better 
resourced organisat ion to deliver 
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the research, advocacy, and t raining essential to the growth of the 
industry'. Subsequent work by a consulting firm culminated in the 
formation of the Australian Business Events Association (ABEA). 

The new association was founded off the back of the closure of the 
Exhibit ion and Event Association of Australasia (EEAA) and the 
Association of Australian Convention Bureaux (AACB), with support from 
the Australian Convention Centre Group, comprising Australia's largest 
centres. These groups became the founders of the new association in 
mid-2023, which aims to provide a consolidated peak body for the 
business events industry and become the voice of the industry. 

The original goal of this shakeup was a full unification of all the 
associations representing the business events industry. Over the years, 
there have been ca lls across the sector for a single association. A 2022 
survey, flagged by ABEA upon its launch, had 84 per cent of respondents 
indicat ing a preference for a single body making representations to 
government. ABEA also pointed to 'inefficient use of industry funds' 

through the existence of multiple associations providing similar services. 
However, Meetings and Events Austra lia (MEA) and the Professional 

Conference Organisers Association (PCOA) say there is still a role for 
them to f ill, thwarting ABEA's aim of being the single industry ent ity. 

micenet spoke to the heads of all three associat ions to gauge how we 
got here, what the future holds for each association and how we 
navigate this new era of representation and member services. 

The visions 
"Our vision is to be and to be recognised as the heart of the Australasian 
events community," says MEA CEO, Peter McDonald. 



"We want to be at the centre of pumping the energy around the 
industry." 

McDonald says this new vision is st ill "a work in progress" and that MEA 

wants to expand beyond Australia, including up into Southeast Asia. 
"We haven't 100 per cent defined it, but at this stage our longer term 

vision is to be Australasian." 
The strategic planning the association is undertaking is underpinned 

by four pillars: sustainable growth, leadership, connection and 
empowerment. 

Over at the PCOA, the vision remains steady. 
"Our focus and vision hasn't really changed and I think that's been one 

of the strengths of PCOA," says PCOA president, Barry Neame. 
"We haven't tried to go into areas that aren't core to our objectives. Our 

focus remains on education and skilling of our constituents and our 
members, to ensure that they are respected as professional 
practitioners, which is what we've consistently had a narrative around -
respected in the same way that accountants and lawyers are respected 
as professional practitioners. 

"We want to demonstrate to the community and to government.that 
conferences and events are a great economic driver for local economies 
and communit ies and we're able to showcase the best research and the 
best technology that's going around and that leaves a legacy in 
communities and cities." 

At ABEA, the vision is "that the business events industry is creating 
economic impact back to Austral ia," says new CEO, Melissa Brown. 

"As far as [our] mission, it's around member prosperity ... so providing 

what we can to the members to support them in their businesses to 
prosper, and in turn, therefore answer the vision of having impact in 
Australia." 

Proving value 
Neither PCOA nor MEA put to a vote amongst their members the idea of 
shutting up shop in favour of ABEA becoming the sole association in the 
business events space. 

PCOA's membership model is different to the other two associations -
only PCOs and event organisers are eligible for membership. Suppliers 
become business partners. 
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